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1 . OFEICIALS AT THE ECO AND CABINET OEFICE EXPECT THAT 
THE ENERGY PROBLEM AND THE MIDDLE EAST WILL OVERSHADOW 
ALL OTHER SUBJECTS AT THE DECEMBER 14-15 EC SUMMIT. 

THEY BELIEVE THAT THE ORGANIZATION OE FUTURE SUMMITS 

WILL BE THE ONLY OTHER SUBJECT THAT WILL BE DISCUSSED 
AT LENGTH. THE BRITISH HOPE THAT EC REGIONAL POLICY 
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WILT. BE DISCUSSED AT LEAST BRIEELY, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



ON THE WHOLE SATISEIED WITH THE PROGRESS THAT IS BEING 
MADE BY THE EC COUNCIL ON THIS ISSUE. OUR SOURCES 
CONEIRMED THAT THE EUROPEAN IDENTITY PAPER WILL BE 
MADE PUBLIC AT THE TIME OE THE SUMMIT MEETING. THEY 
DOUBT THAT THE US-EC DECLARATION WILL BE DISCUSSED IN 
DEPTH. 

2. THE EOREIGN SECRETARY WILL BE THE ONLY MINISTER 
WHO WILL ACCOMPANY HEATH TO COPENHAGEN. OUR SOURCES 
SAY THAT EOREIGN MINISTERS WILL JOIN THE HEADS OE 
STATE AND GOVERNMENT ONLY BRIEELY, AT THE 
BEGINNING AND THE END OE THE MEETING. THEY WILL MEET 
AMONG THEMSELVES THE REST OE THE TIME. ONLY A HANDEUL 
OE BRITISH OEFICIALS WILL JOIN HEATH AND SIR ALEC IN 
COPENHAGEN. THESE WILL PROBABLY INCLUDE OLIVER WRIGHT 
AND JOHN ROBINSON OE THE ECO; PATRICK NAIRNE, SECOND 
PERMANENT SECRETARY AT THE CABINET OFEICE; AND MICHAEL 
PALLISER, THE UK'S AMBASSADOR TO THE EC IN BRUSSELS. 

3. THE BRITISH ARE FLEXIBLE ON THE EORM OE EUTURE 

EC SUMMITS. THEY ARE WAITING TO SEE HOW THIS ONE GOES, 
AND WHAT THE OTHER MEMBER STATES WANT. THEY BELIEVE IT 
IS DESIRABLE TO HOLD INFORMAL MEETINGS OF THIS 
KIND ON A REGULAR BASIS (SEE REETEL). THEY BELIEVE THAT 
THE EC COMMISSION SHOULD PARTICIPATE EULLY IN EC 
SUMMITS. THEY HAVE NO DESIRE TO USE SUMMIT MEETINGS AS 
A KIND OE POLITICAL DIRECTORATE TO SUPERSEDE DECISIONS 
BY THE REGULAR EC INSTITUTIONS. THEY SEE THEM AS A 
WAY TO FURTHER THE POLITICAL COHESION OF THE COMMUNITY 
AND TO MAP OUT BROAD STRATEGY ON EC ISSUES. 
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